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sedition even in the heart of my dominions, that they
made an attempt to overturn the fundamental laws of
the Empire, and to set fire to the four corners of Germany.
I will transmit these proofs to posterity, as a warning
to the Empire."

Events during the next few months proved that
Maria Theresa had been justified in firmly rejecting any
overtures of peace from France. During the winter
of 1742-43 Belle-Isle, who commanded the French
troops in Bohemia, had withdrawn to Prague, where he
was virtually cut off from all communication with France.
If Francis, who was still the nominal commander of the
Austrian forces in Bohemia, had been a better strategist,
more able to act quickly and decisively, Belle-Isle would
have been defeated that winter. For Khevenhiillerfs
armies had been sent to Bohemia to strengthen Francis's
forces.

The letters which Maria Theresa wrote to her husband
at this time show that her attitude towards him was
changing rapidly. She was always hot-tempered, and
occasionally she flared up at him about some insignificant
thing, thus putting herself in the wrong. Then she
would be very penitent and grateful to him for his good-
natured tact and patience. As a rule, her manner
towards him was affectionate, but there was now a
touch of condescension in her tenderness. On him, in
turn, her obvious superiority was having a marked
effect.

The ambition which had dominated him in his early
youth had been very real, but he was not a born fighter.
He lacked the strength to assert himself, to realise his
ambitious, He was gradually developing into a man
who loved pottering about; he was interested in gardens;
in a smalj private laboratory where he hoped to mak$